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Education Histories Now - 2025 ANZHES Symposium 
Faculty of Education, University of Melbourne 
100 Leicester St, Level 9, Room 915 
11-12 December 2025 
Convened by: Julie McLeod, Beth Marsden, Julian Kusabs, Matthew Keynes 

Program 
Day One, Thursday 11 December 

10.00am-12.00pm – Tour Public Records Office Victoria  
Optional but registration essential  
99 Shiel St North Melbourne VIC 3051 
Related links:  

• Topic Page: How to research within PROV's education records: 
https://prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/explore-topic/education 

• 11 Minute Video: Understanding and researching the public record collection: 
https://youtu.be/O3ZE3m-dlyU?feature=shared 

 
12.00-12.30pm – Registration 
100 Leicester Street, Carlton, Level 9, Room 915 
 
12.30pm-1.00pm – Welcome to Country and Introduction 
 
1.00-2.00pm – Keynote 
Seeking partial connections in/across educational spaces: histories of education beyond 
the classroom, Inés Dussel (CINVESTAV Mexico) 
 
Histories of school spaces have usually centered around the classroom -for some, the basic 
qwerty or keyboard of schooling. However, inspired among others by the work done by Colin 
Symes and Daphne Meadmore in The extra-ordinary school (1999), I would like to argue that 
this hierarchical consideration of school spaces needs to be problematised. In this 
presentation, I will present research I have done on schoolyards, bathrooms, and school 
façades in Argentina and Mexico in the late 19th century to mid-20th century. I am interested in 
looking at them not as convergent parts of a single program but as elements with “multiple 
histories, origins, contaminations, similarities, and differences” (Koolhaas 2014, 193), and as 
different “species of space” (Perec 2008) that bear “partial connections” with other pieces of 
the school building (Strathern 2004). I will discuss the challenges brought by the archives and 
verbal and visual sources for studying these spaces, and also reflect on what this approach to 
school spaces has to say in relation to a theory of schooling.  
 
2.00-2.30pm – Afternoon Tea 
 
2.30-4.00pm – Workshop: Working with historical methods and sources in education 
 

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/fKtEC81ZRASO62EODuwuPuynNZ0?domain=prov.vic.gov.au
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/fXXoC91ZVBSRklDRLs0CDuqtXTL?domain=urldefense.com
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Challenging sources: methodological considerations for the use of film and documentary 
in the history of education, Jo May (University of Newcastle) 
Films of all types are complex historical sources. In advocating their use for the history of 
education, this presentation will canvass the ways in which filmic sources both challenge and 
augment traditional historiographical methods. The discussion will proceed in four parts: 1) 
consideration of filmic texts as historical sources; 2) exploring the peculiarities of documentary 
as historical source especially in terms of truth claims; 3) discussion of fictional cinematic 
narratives and representation; and 4) a suggested methodology for the use of film and 
documentary in the history of education. 
 
Using school photographs to write histories of First Nations schooling, Beth Marsden 
(University of Melbourne) 
There are hundreds of school photographs that have, in recent decades, been digitised and 
shared online. From grainy black and white photos posted to Facebook groups, to high-quality 
copies in state library catalogues, historical school photographs are becoming increasingly 
accessible. As historical sources, school photographs can provide information about school 
size and enrolment; clothing and haircut styles and show when and where shoes were either 
hard to come by or not needed. Photos can also include school buildings, or playgrounds, and 
reveal the setting of the school relative to the bush, for example, or other buildings. 
Photographs are also evidence of who attended school, and where and when, including First 
Nations children. Following on from the work of Sean Carleton in Canada, and his work in using 
photographs to challenge dominant understandings of where and when First Nations children 
attended government schools, this paper raises some of the ethical issues, and possibilities, of 
using photographs to challenge dominant understandings about the history of First Nations 
children’s engagement with state schools in Australia.  

Using maps in the history of education, Tamson Pietsch (University of Technology Sydney) 
Across most of Australia cadastral divisions (consisting of counties/districts and 
hundreds/parishes) were established in the nineteenth century as a way of allocating, 
administering and selling land. Colonial Surveyors-General established systems for surveying, 
mapping and dividing these units into smaller lots, and published these maps as part of the 
process of offering land for sale or lease. Although their form and the kind of information they 
contain differs colony to colony, these cadastral survey maps contain rich details for the 
historian of education. This presentation will focus on the South Australian Hundred Maps and 
discuss what they can reveal about the funding of school systems and the role of education in 
the expansion of settlement and the alienation of land. 

 
4.00-5.30pm – Annual General Meeting of ANZHES 
 

6.00pm – Symposium Dinner (self-paid) 
Thai City Restaurant, 124 Lygon St, Carlton VIC 3053 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5K8VCANZ0ohr9QLOASGf1uGwUS4?domain=en.wikipedia.org
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/lJw9CBNZkphPVGpK5h6h3u2G-i9?domain=flickr.com
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Day Two, Friday 12 December 

9.00-10.30am – Queer Histories in Education: In Dialogue 
Chair: Matthew Keynes (University of Melbourne) 

Panellists: Sam Stiegler (University of Melbourne), Jessica Gerrard (University of Melbourne), 
Mary Lou Rasmussen (Australian National University) 

 
10.30-11.00am – Morning Tea 
 

11.00-12.30pm – Histories of Education in the Asia-Pacific Region 
Chair: Liz McKinley (University of Melbourne) 

‘Trying it out’: making history in the Manawatū, Frances Kelly (Waipapa Taumata Rau | 
University of Auckland) 

When nine schools in Palmerston North and Feilding, in the agricultural Manawatū district, 
were requisitioned by the military in 1942, it provoked an experiment that had lasting effects on 
Aotearoa’s education system – even prompting an admiring report from an Australian Minister. 
This Emergency Education Scheme (EES) provided an opportunity to ‘try out’ extending the 
curriculum beyond “the bare school subjects” (Beeby to McQueen, 1942). Around 1,700 
children took to the streets, making the town their classroom, replacing teacher-led education 
with self-governance, and forming connections with the community. A key feature of the 
scheme was its emphasis on ‘making and doing’ (Andrews, 1942). The project Children Without 
Schools (2023-2025) that researches this scheme has, as a core part of its design, a 
commitment to taking the research to communities in the Manawatū. In this paper, Frances (PI) 
will outline our attempts to make its history accessible and engaging for Palmerston North and 
Feilding communities, including schools. Attention will be given to the workshops in March 
2025 that engaged participants in craft activities offered in the 1942 emergency scheme. These 
attempts at ‘making and doing’ aimed to facilitate an embodied connection to past pedagogies, 
allowing for a different kind of history – one that tends to the senses and the local (Kelly, Locke 
and Mullen, forthcoming).  

What do Australian government scholarships tell us about Pacific priorities? Anna Kent 
(Deakin University) 

The Australian government has engaged in the post-WW2 Pacific taking on a variety of 
‘personas’. Coloniser, partner, deputy sheriff and now as ‘part of the family’. Throughout this 
period, education has played a fundamental role in government to government relationship 
building, influence, development, public diplomacy and more. In this paper I will use the 
research conducted for my book, Mandates and Missteps, to discuss how the way in which 
these ‘personas’ have influenced the types of relationships the Australian government has 
sought to develop and how education has supported these goals. The histories of education 
policies in the Pacific, especially scholarship provision, tell us more about the priorities of the 
Australian government than they tell us about the needs of the Pacific. This paper will discuss 
how the conflicts and confusion in policy settings over time impact on the experiences of 
students, and the relationships the Australian government is able to build in the present day.  

The continued importance of the history of education in Solomon Islands, David Oakeshott 
(Australian National University) 

In this presentation I will discuss the history of formal education in Solomon Islands, 
particularly as it relates to the outbreak of and recovery from civil conflict, in the context of 
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significant developments currently taking place in the country’s education system. A decade 
after the end of the civil conflict, in 2012, the Solomon Islands National University (SINU) was 
established with an act of parliament. SINU’s leaders, academics and teacher educators have 
since begun to articulate their vision for what the national institution could become. Then, in 
2023 the country’s national parliament effectively passed a new Education Act, which is itself a 
statement about what the formal education system could be. This is to say that Solomon 
Islanders have returned to a fundamental question they posed for their formal education 
system before independence: what is it for? Understanding how Solomon Islanders have 
answered this question in classrooms and schools, and the way answers have changed over 
time, is thus urgent and essential work because their answers will shape how the changes to 
come will be received in schools and communities.  

 
12.30-1.30pm – Lunch 
 

1.30-3.00pm – Landmarks and Legacies in the History of Education 
Chair: Julie McLeod 

Love and freedom: Professional women and the reshaping of personal life, Alison McKinnon 
Comments by Kay Whitehead (University of SA) and Jo May (University of Newcastle) 

Family, School and State in Australian History (1990), Marjorie Theobald and R.J.W. Selleck 
Comments by Helen Proctor (University of Sydney) and Lyn Yates (University of Melbourne) 

A Civilising Mission? Perceptions and Representations of the Native Schools System, Judith 
Simon and Linda Tuhiwai Smith 
Comments by Frances Kelly (University of Auckland) and Julian Rawiri Kusabs (University of 
Melbourne) 

 

3.15-4.00pm – Book Launch 
Launch of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander School Teachers and Australian Settler 
Colonialism: A History (Routledge: 2026), by Kay Whitehead (UniSA)  
 
Speaker: Beth Marsden (University of Melbourne) 
Drinks and light snacks provided 
 

4.00pm – Symposium Close 
 

 

 

 


